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THE STARS AND STRIPES

A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES FLAG

It 4s not a painted rag. It s a whole national history. It 4s the
Constitution. - It 15 the Government. It is the free people that stand
tn the Government on the Constitution. — HENRY WARD BEECHER.

THE STARS AND STRIPES is one of the very old
national flags of the world. 1t was ordained and estab-
lished June 14, 1777, by resolution of the Congress of
the United States of North America, and officially pub-
lished September 2 and 3, 1777, by the Secretary of the
Congress. -

Among national ensigns the flag of Denmark is. prob-
ably the oldest; and that of Russia second in age. The
present national flag of Spain dates from 1785; that of
France, from 1789 ; of England, from 1801; of Italy,
from 1848 ; of Japan, from 1859 ; of Austria-Hungary,
from 1867; of Germany, from 1871; of Portugal, from
1911; of China, from 1912,

During the life of the Stars and Stripes one-half of
the nations of the earth have become republics, and every
government has given increased liberty and representa-

.(18)
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tion to its people. The world has advanced, particularly
during the past fifty years, in the sciences, in the arts, in
material prosperity and personal comfort, as never before.

The sun never sets on the Stars and Stripes, for the
flag flies from our embassies, legations, and consulates
the world over; and the sun is above the eastern horizon
of Porto Rico, just rising, as it sets at the Philippines.

In the one hundred thirty-eight years of its existence
the flag of the United States has come to be recognized
and respected by all nations as representative of a great
and free people. It has stood throughout its life for
liberty and justice. Though it has led armies and navies
to victory, yet its message is one of civilization and peace.
And to-day more than ever it is carrying a message of
hope and international righteousness to the world.

For seventy years prior to the Revolutionary War the
British-American Colonies flew the red ensign of the
mother country, with the union of the crosses of St.
George and St. Andrew. New England used also a blue
flag, with the red cross of St. George on a white canton.

In a flag the canton (Latin canton, ¢ corner’’) is a rec-
tangle in the upper corner next the hoist. The hoist is
the vertical part, dimension, or height of the portion next
the staff, pole, or halliards. The wunion is the device
placed in the canton to indicate political union ; the term
“union” sometimes indicates both the device and the
canton, and is generally called the jack, or union jack.

The name “Jack” was first applied to the flag of
England — the union of the cross of St. George repre-
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senting England, and of St. Andrew representing Scot-
land, ordered in 1606, for English and Scotch ships, by
James I., whose name in French is Jacques. The flag
was then called “ Jacques’ Flag,” and later simply ¢the
Jack.” This Jack was adopted by Parliament in 1707,
modified in 1801, by the addition of the cross of St.
Patrick representing Ireland, and the Jack of the United
Kingdom became the flag of the British Empire, as it is
to-day.

Some of the Colonies ha.d special devices added to their
red and blue banners. The early American flags of the
Revolutionary War were of various colors and many
designs; including pine trees, rattle-snakes, thirteen red .
and white stripes, crescents, and mottoes. Some of these
flags were used throughout the war.

A flag of thirteen horizontal red and white stripes, with
the red cross of St. George on a white canton, was the
distinguishing mark of flagships in the British navy in
the eighteenth century. A similar flag was flown on ves-
sels of the East India Company. The Light Horse Troop,
of Philadelphia, carried, in 1775, the Markoe Banner,
with a canton of thirteen stripes alternate blue and silver.
Washington’s family coat of arms bore red five-pointed
stars, one point upward and red and white horizontal
stripes.
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THE GRAND UNION FLAG, 1776

The Grand Union Flag was the Continental standard
from January, 1776, until superseded by the Stars and
Stripes in 1777. The Journals of the Continental Congress
tell us that Benjamin Harrison of Virginia, Benjamin
Franklin of Pennsylvania, and Thomas Lynch of South
Carolina were appointed, in September, 1775, a com-
mittee to confer with Washington and others on regulating
a Continental army. The committee was in Washington’s
camp at Cambridge, Massachusetts, late in October, 1775.
On January 1, 1776, Washington hoisted at the army
headquarters, in Cambridge, a flag of ¢ thirteen stripes,
red and white alternately, with the English Union can-
toned in the corner.”



GEORGE WASHINGTON

“ First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen.”
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It is probable that this Grand Union Flag had been
approved by the visiting committee of Congress, and was
the national ensign under which the fleet of Commodore
Esek Hopkins sailed from Philadephia in February, 1776,
under which Arnold fought the Battle of Lake Cham-
plain in October, 1776, and Washington crossed the Dela-
ware and won the battles of Trenton, December 26, 1776,
and Princeton, January 3, 1777.

The flag under which the first struggles of the Colonists
took place was not, then, a distinctively American standard.
Its thirteen stripes stood for the Colonies, but the “ English
Union cantoned in the corner” indicated that the mother
country’s authority was still recognized to some extent.
We must remember that the Colonists were not as yet
ready to break entirely the ties binding them to England.
They were at first asking not for complete independence,
but simply for fair treatment from the central English
government. They were asking for a voice in their own
government, and the preservation of their rights as
English freemen.

But at that time the men holding the power in Eng-
land were so unwise and short-sighted that they were
unwilling to give in to the just demands of the Colonists.
The result was that these sturdy liberty-loving English-
men determined to form a new nation, since they could
hope for no reforms from the rulers of England.-
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THE BIRTH OF THE STARS AND STRIPES

The Declaration of Independence marked the beginning
of the new American nation, and demanded a flag that
should be truly representative of the United States.
The origin of the new flag, the Stars and Stripes, with
thirteen stripes and thirteen stars, is set forth in family
traditions, and in the rough Journal of the Continental
Congress for June 14, 1777, page 243, as follows :

Resolved, That the Flag of the United States be 13 stripes alter-
nate red and white, that the Union be 13 stars white in a blue field
representing a new constellation.

The fac-simile shows that there was first written,
“ Resolved, That the Flag of the United States consist of

. ., etc.; then “consist” was struck out; “be
dlstlngulshed ” was inserted, and “by”’ was written over
“of ;" and finally, “distinguished by” was struck out,
leaving the resolution as quoted.

'The Journal shows that the changes were probably
made by reason of discussion in the Congress and were
not merely the work of a committee. These official
records do not show much sentiment in the creation of
the flag. There was no Congressional Record in those
days. We can read only of the results in the Congress,
and imagine the discussions.

The resolution provides for the number of stars, but
not for their arrangement or the number of points in a
star. There is a tradition that the stars of the flag were



FAC-SIMILE OF PAGE OF JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS,
SHOWING RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE STARS AND STRIPES
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the stars of Washington’s family coat of arms, adopted at
the suggestion of Benjamin Franklin, and first placed
thus :

The stars took the place of the saltire cross (x) of St.
Andrew and the rectangular cross (4) of St. George of
the Grand Union Flag. This arrangement of stars has
been used in the navy boat flag for many years.

The five-pointed star, with one point upward, is an
ancient symbol of authority and dominion of India,
Persia, and Egypt. It is a sacred symbol in Christian
churches, symbolizing dominion.

John Paul Jones, our first great sailor, used on the
Bonhomme Richard a flag later deposited in the museum
of the Alexandria-Washington Lodge of Masons, whose
Master was George Washington. This flag was destroyed
in 1871, when the Temple and City Hall of Alexandria
burned down.

Preserved in the rooms of the Masonic Grand Lodge at
Raleigh, N. C., is a curious old flag, the ‘Stars and
Stripes,” carried by North Carolina troops at the Battle
of Guilford Court House in 1781. This historic flag has
thirteen horizontal stripes, altermate blue and red, the



JOHN PAUL JONES

‘“He hath made the Flagg of America respectable among the
Flaggs of other Nations.”
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bottom stripe nearly all torn off. The canton is white,
eight stripes high, and the thirteen stars are eight-pointed
and blue in color.

AMERICAN FLAG OF REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD, ACCORDING
TO PEALE AND TRUMBULL

The artists Peale and Trumbull have painted the flag
of the Revolutionary War period with thirteen five-pointed
stars in a circle. The flag of the Third Maryland Regi-
ment, preserved in the State House, Annapolis, Maryland,
has in the union twelve white five-pointed stars in a
circle, with one star in the center. This standard is
82 x 60 inches. It was carried in the Battle of the
Cowpens, January 17, 1781.
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MARYLAND FLAG CARRIED IN THE BATTLE OF THE COWPENS
This flag is said to have been made by Betsy Ross in 1780.
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BETSY ROSS AND THE STARS AND STRIPES

Tradition tells us that Mrs. Elizabeth Ross (known as
“ Betsy Ross”), of Philadelphia, constructed the first
¢“Stars and Stripes” flag. She was born in 17562, mar-
ried in 1773 John Ross, a Continental soldier, who died
of wounds and was buried in Philadelphia in 1776.
She married later a sea captain, John Ashburne, who
died in Mill Prison, England, in 1782. The following
year she married Ashburne’s prison mate, John Claypoole,
who died in 1817.

Betsy Ross died at her daughter’s home in Philadel-
phia, January 30, 1836. She was buried in the cemetery
of the Society of Free Quakers on South Fifth Street,
from which place her remains were transferred in 1857
to Mount Moriah Cemetery. Four of her daughters grew
up and married. Betsy Ross’s first husband was an
upholsterer. She continued his business, and for fifty
years was an expert needle-woman, lace-maker, and flag-
maker, and supplied the government with flags.

The Society of Patriotic Decorations and Civic Improve-
ment, of Washington, D.C., states, in its circulars, that
a committee composed of General Washington, Robert
Morris, and Colonel George Ross, an uncle of Betsy Ross’s
first husband, called upon Mrs. Betsy Ross in June, 1776,
and asked her to make a new flag from a rough drawing.
According to her suggestions General Washington revised
this drawing in her back parlor. The circulars further
state that the house where this first United States flag
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was made is still standing, — a two-story and attic build-
ing, No. 239 Arch Street, below Third Street, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. A large sign across the front reads
— “ BIRTHPLACE OF OLD GLORY.”

The sworn statements of Rachel Fletcher, a daughter
of Betsy Ross, and of Margaret Boggs, a niece, give the
same account of the making of this flag. They state
that Mrs. Ross also suggested the use of the five-pointed
in place of the six-pointed star, and showed the com-
mittee how to fold a piece of paper so that a proper five-
pointed star could be made by one snip of the shears
(see pages 68, 69). They add that she made the flag, as
redrawn by Washington according to her suggestions, and
that the committee carried it to the Congress, where it
was approved and adopted.

Though we have no official record of the making of this
first United States flag, the accounts given by Betsy
Ross’s relatives are generally accepted.

Betsy Ross left to her descendants and to her country
the glorious tradition of the patient, skillful, cheerful,
energetic, patriotic woman of the American Revolution,
who fashioned and placed in the hands of our first great
soldier the Flag of Freedom, — the most beautiful flag
in the world.
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FIRST USE IN BATTLE OF THE STARS AND STRIPES

In Lossing’s ¢ Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution,”
Vol. I, page 242, we find the following account of the
first use in battle of the Stars and Stripes :

“The British and Indian forces began the siege of
Fort Schuyler, formerly Fort Stanwix, New York, August
2, 1777. The garrison, under Colonel Peter Gansevoort,
consisted of seven hundred and fifty men ; had sufficient
provisions for six weeks and a plentiful supply of ammuni-
tion for small arms.

“The garrison was without a flag when the enemy
appeared, but their pride and ingenuity soon supplied one
in conformity to the pattern adopted by the Continental
Congress. Shirts were cut up to form the white stripes,
bits of scarlet cloth were joined for the red, and the blue
ground for the stars was composed of a cloth cloak
belonging to Captain Abraham Swartwout, of Dutchess
County, who was then in the fort.

¢ Before sunset, the curious mosaic-work standard, as
precious to the beleaguered garrison as the most beauti-
fully wrought flag of silk and needlework, was floating
~ over one of the bastions.” ‘
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THE FLAG OF FIFTEEN STARS

In an act approved January 13, 1794, the Congress
provided that the flag should have fifteen stripes and
fifteen stars, as there were at that time fifteen States in
the Union. Under this fifteen-starred, fifteen-striped
flag, the nation’s destinies advanced for twenty-three
years.

During this important period the Navy Department
was established in 1798; the Louisiana Purchase was
completed in 1803 ; Washington, John Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, and Monroe served as chief magistrates of the
nation; and five States were admitted to the Union.
Under this flag the successful Naval War with France
was fought, as were also the War against the Barbary
Powers, the War of 1812, the Northwest Indian War,
and the Creek Indian War. )

The commission of Washington as lieutenant-general,
in 1798, contains engravings of the flag and of the jack
with fourteen six-pointed stars in the circumference of a
circle and a fifteenth star in the center.

The flag of the U. S. S. Chesapeake, which was captured
in 1813, is now preserved in the Museum of the Royal
United Service Institution, London, and shows the stars as
arranged in The Star-Spangled Banner of Fort McHenry.

Another navy flag, that of the U. S. S. Enterprise,
carried in that ship when she captured H.B.M. Ship
Boger, in 1813, shows the stars arranged in three hori-
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zontal rows of five stars each. The fly of the union in
this flag is one-half the fly of the flag and the hoist of the
union is eight stripes. The flag is about 11§ x 5} feet.

APPROXIMATE ARRANGEMENT OF FIFTEEN
STARS IN THE FLAG OF THE U.S.S. ENTERPRISE
SEPTEMBER 5, 1813

In the fifteen-starred flag the union rested upon the
ninth stripe, a red one. Their arrangement is five hori-
zontal rows of three stars each, as shown in the original
Star-Spangled Banner which floated over Fort McHenry
and is now preserved in the National Museum in Wash-
ington. This flag was made in Baltimore by Mrs. Mary
Pickersgill and her daughter, Mrs. Caroline T. Purdy.
There is a story that the missing white star in this flag
was cut out and given to President Lincoln. This
national treasure was repaired and restored by Mrs.
Amelia Fowler, of Boston, in 1914. The shot wounds,
and even the faded portions, are preserved by threads
which match the colors in the flag and tie its bomb-
shattered material to a strong linen backing.

It was this Fort McHenry flag that Francis Scott Key
found ¢ was still there’’ with its ¢ broad stripes and bright
stars ” still “gallantly streaming,” as he watched so
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER OF FORT McHENRY
29 ft. high, 32 ft. fly.
Preserved in the National Museum, Washington, D.C.

eagerly for it on that morning of September 14, 1814,
and was inspired by its glorious message to write the
immortal words of our national song, ¢ The Star-
Spangled Banner.”






THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER BUOY IN CHESAPEAKE BAY
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Francis Scott Key was on a ship in Baltimore Harbor
during the bombardment of Fort McHenry. For a whole
day heavy cannon fire was directed against the fort, but
the flag was not lowered in token of surrender. As dark-
ness fell, however, it was impossible for him to see if the
flag was still flying in indication that the fort was holding
out. But at the first rays of the dawn his eye was again
greeted by the proudly waving flag of his country. So
overjoyed was he, and so stirred by patriotic fervor that
he immediately wrote down on the back of a letter the
words that made him famous.

The Star-Spangled Banner Buoy, shown in the illus-
tration, marks the spot in Baltimore Harbor where the
Ship Minden lay at anchor during the bombardment of
Fort McHenry. The position of this vessel was deter-
mined by the Office of Library and Naval War Records,
Navy Department, with the kind aid of Mr. William G.
Perrin, Secretary of the British Navy Records Society.
It was on the Minden that Key wrote “The Star-Spangled
Banner.”

The centennial of the writing of the anthem was
celebrated at Baltimore in 1914. The Teachers’ Literary
Club of Baltimore copied the original Fort McHenry flag
and the beautiful replica figured prominently in the
" centennial. Another interesting feature of the celebra-
tion was the Human Flag composed of 6,400 Baltimore
school children, who were so placed as to form a living
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Stars and Stripes, while their voices joined in a grand
chorus to sing ¢ The Star-Spangled Banner.” It is an
interesting fact that the ¢ Human Star-Spangled Banner,”
as shown in the picture is not historically correct, for it
is made to contain fifteen stars and thirteen stripes, while
the flag of the period it represents had fifteen stars and
fifteen stripes. The combination of fifteen stars and
thirteen stripes has never existed.

Gifted poets have written songs filled with noble
sentiments toward the flag. Many of these songs recount
deeds of valor in its defense, for heroism always calls forth
lofty expressions of patriotism. But the flag is just as
beautiful when it waves over a country at peace with all
the world. To-day our Flag is a sign of the peace and
prosperity of a hundred million people. And thousands
of patriotic men and women are striving to bring about
the time when the flags of all nations shall stand for
peace and, good-will among the peoples of the earth.
Their flags will mean no less to the nations when they
signify peace, and wars shall have ceased to exist.

If our flag could speak, it well might say: “To-day
I float in peace and in glory over every capital in this
broad land, and I stand for liberty, for the noblest ambi-
tions of humanity, and for peace throughout the world
and for the dignity and honor and protection of all who
love liberty and equality, and who claim the sheltering
protection which I have always given.”



“ WONDERFUL HUMAN STAR-SPANGLED BANNER”
Baltimore, Maryland, September 14, 1914,
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THE FLAGS OF TWENTY STARS AND FORTY-EIGHT STARS

As the number of States increased, it was recognized
that the addition of a stripe for each new State would
soon make the flag altogether too unwieldy. The final
arrangement represented the thirteen original States by
the thirteen red and white stripes, while each star on the
blue field of the union represented a State.

The Congress, in an Act approved April 4, 1818,
re-established the flag of thirteen stripes and provided
that the union be twenty stars, as there were twenty
States in the Union at that time. The stars were
arranged in four horizontal rows of five stars each, form-
ing a rectangular block. This Act provided further that
on the admission of every new State into the Union, one
star should be added to the union of the flag.

This is the existing statute under which the union of
the flag has increased to forty-eight stars, as the Union
has increased to forty-eight States. Representative P.
H. Wendover, of New York, at the suggestion of Captain
Samuel Chester Reid, the famous commander of the
privateer General Armstrong, proposed the bill.

In recent years, the Joint Army and Navy Board has
proposed the arrangement of the stars in the union, and
the Secretaries of War and of the Navy have issued the
necessary orders. In 1912 a board, whose presiding offi-
cer was Captain W. F. Halsey, U. S. Navy, and whose
members represented all the Executive Departments, met
in the Library of the Navy Department and proposed
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FLAG OF 1912

standard sizes and proportions for the national ensign.
There were at that time some sixty-six different sizes of
the national flag, and of varying proportions, in use by
the Executive Departments.

The result of these deliberations was the Executive
Order No. 1637, printed on pages 63, 65. This order
defines the size and proportions of the flag substantially
as proposed by the inter-departmental board.

The Stars and Stripes from 1777 to 1795 bore thirteen
stars and thirteen stripes; from 1795 to 1818 fifteen
stars and fifteen stripes; from 1818 to 1915 a star for
every State and thirteen stripes. There were thirteen
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stars in the flag at the time of the Revolutionary War
and the adoption of the Constitution; fifteen stars in the
War of 1812 and in the War with the Barbary Powers;
twenty-nine in the Mexican War ; thirty-five in the Civil
War ; forty-five in the Spanish-American War. To-day
there are forty-eight.
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DATES OF ADMISSION OF THE STATES TO THE UNION

A new star is added to the flag on the Fourth of July
following the admission of a State.
The thirteen original States (represented by the red

and white stripes on the flag) were :

New Hampshire,

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geergia.
The dates of ratification of the Constitution by the
thirteen original States, and the dates of admission into
the Union of the other thirty-five States, are as follows:

1. Delaware......... Dec. 7, 1787
2. Pennsylvania.... .Dec. 12, 1787
3. New Jersey....... Dec. 18, 1787
4. Georgia .......... Jan. 2, 1788
8. Connecticut....... Jan. 9, 1788
6. Massachusetts. .... Feb. 6, 1788
7. Maryland......... April 28, 1788
8. South Carolina....May 23, 1788
9. New Hampshire...June 21, 1788
10. Virginia.......... June 26, 1788
11. New York........ July 26, 1788
12. North Carolina....Nov. 21, 1789
13. Rhode Island ..... May 29, 1790
14.- Vermont ......... Mar. 4, 1791
15. Kentucky......... June 1, 1792
16. Tennessee........ June 1, 1796
17. Ohio............. Nov. 29, 1802
18. Louisiana ........ April 80, 1812
19. Indiana .......... Dec. 11, 1816
20. Mississippi........ Dec. 10, 1817
21. Illinois.... ..Dec. 38,1818
22. Alabama,......... Dec. 14, 1819
23. Maine............ Mar. 15, 1820
24. Missouri.......... Aug. 10, 1821

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
380.
81.
82.
88.
34.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.

Arkansas
Michigan .........
Florida...........

.........

.............
........

........
........
..........

...........

......

Idaho

Utah

.............
........
......

..........

June 15, 1836
Jan. 26, 1887
Mar. 38, 1845
Dec. 29, 1845
Dec. 28, 1846
May 29, 1848
Sept. 9, 1850
May 11, 1858
Feb. 14, 1859
Jan. 29, 1861

..June 19, 1863

Oct. 31, 1864
Mar. 1, 1867
Aug. 1, 1876
Nov. 2, 1889
Nov. 2, 1889
Nov, 8, 1889
Nov. 11, 1889

............ July 38, 1890

July 10, 1890
Jan. 4, 1896
Nov. 16, 1907
Jan. 6, 1912
Feb. 14, 1912
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The Stars and Stripes can be positively identified at a
greater distance than any other national flag. At long
distances, with the sun behind the observer, the stripes
have a reddish tinge and the union is dark gray. If the
flag is between the sun and the observer, the stripes have
a light gray tinge and the union is almost black.

Our Flag has always flown for the freedom of men
and the freedom of the sea. It also flies for peace and
the brotherhood of man. Since it was first saluted by a
foreign power, February 14, 1778, in Quiberon Bay,
France, borne by our first great sailor, John Paul Jones,
of the U. 8. S. Ranger, it has carried a message of hope to
all humanity. Its red denotes courage ; its white, purity ;
its blue, justice, loyalty, and devotion; its stars, high
aspiration and federal union. The Stars and Stripes is
the sign of national sovereignty and unity. It is the
symbol of the Constitution, as the cross is the symbol of
Christianity.

We have enjoyed so many blessings and privileges that
some may have forgotten that these blessings are derived
from the provisions of the Constitution, which give us
political and religious liberty and freedom of speech and
press. :

The Constitution is the plan of government of the
United States, and every citizen is bound to support it
against all enemies. The great English statesman,
Gladstone, said : “ The American Constitution is, so far
as I can see, the most wonderful work ever struck off
at a given time by the brain and purpose of man.”



46 THE STARS AND STRIPES

This country, with its institutions, belongs to the
people who inhabit it. Nowhere else in the world is
found a government of so much liberty and equality.
An immigrant may attain any Federal office in the United
States, legislative, executive, or judicial, excepting only
two, — those of President and Vice-President.

Our laws, National and State, are based on the Con-
stitution, and the flag is the symbol, not only of the
National Constitution, but of every State Constitution.
The flag is the Constitution.

George Washington was the chief officer engaged in the
creation of the Stars and Stripes, the chief and presiding
officer in the creation of the Constitution. He was ¢ First
in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen.” That the United States government offici-
ally recognizes the high respect due to Washington is
indicated by the following extract from the Naval Regu-
lations:

“When naval vessels are passing Washington’s tomb,
Mt. Vernon, Va., between sunrise and sunset, the following
ceremonies shall be observed as far as practicable : guard
and band paraded ; bell tolled, and colors half-masted at
the beginning of the tolling of the bell. When opposite
Washington’s tomb, taps shall be sounded on the bugle,
guard present arms, and officers and men on deck stand
at attention and salute. The colors shall be mast-headed
at the last note of taps.”

If there be a band on a vessel passing the tomb of
Washington, the band, by agreement of the Band Mas-
ters’ Association, plays ¢ Nearer My God To Thee.”
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OBSERVANCES \

The romantic story of our flag is told at Flag Day
exercises held on its anniversary, June 14, in public
schools and institutions throughout the United States and
its territories and insular possessions.

The American Flag Association, organized in 1898, for
the purpose of encouraging public sentiment in favor of
honoring our flag and preventing its desecration, proposed
the following pledge to be given daily in public schools,
with a salute to the flag :

“T pledge allegiance to my Flag, and to the Country
for which it stands, one nation indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.” ’

The salute to the flag may be given somewhat as
follows : ‘

As the pupils say the words — “I pledge allegiance,”
they lift high their heads, and with the eyes on the flag,
bring the right hand to the forehead. Then as they say,
“To my Flag and the Country for which it stands, one
nation indivisible,” the right hand is carried away from
the forehead with an outward and upward motion. At
the words “ With liberty and justice for all” — both
hands are waved outwards with a wide gesture, and then
are dropped to the sides.

Flag Day was first observed in 1861, at Hartford,
Connecticut, by hanging out flags and by having a
patriotic program, with music, addresses, and prayer.

(N

K9
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The celebration of Flag Day in the public schools began
at Philadelphia in 1893. A bill in the Congress provid-
ing that June 14 should be a legal holiday was voted
down in 1861. Other bills with similar purpose have
since failed to become laws.

There is a United States statute forbidding the use of
the national ensign as a trade-mark, and many States
have passed laws forbidding its desecration.

An appropriation is made for displaying the flag on the
east and west fronts of the National Capitol. The flag is
hoisted over the Senate or House of Representatives when
in session. The Stars and Stripes floats at the flagstaff
on the White House during the hours from 8 A.M. to sun-
set, while the President is in Washington. Its absence
from the White House indicates the absence of the Presi-
dent from the Capital City.

The flag is displayed over the United States Depart-
ment buildings and offices from 9 A.M. to 4.30 p.M. At
all military posts and stations the flag is hoisted at sun-
rise and lowered at sunset, with appropriate ceremony.
On United States warships in port and at naval stations
the colors are hoisted at 8 A.M. and lowered at sunset.

The army and navy regulations direct that ¢ The Star-
Spangled Banner” be played by the band at morning
and evening ‘colors,” or, if there be no band, that
“colors” be sounded by the field music,— the bugle.
The Navy Regulations, issued with the approval of the’
President, also requires that the ‘ national air”’ be played
at “colors” on ships and at stations where there is a
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band. In substance and effect this makes “ The Star-
Spangled Banner” the national air.

February 22 is observed most ceremoniously in the army
and navy, by decorations and by firing a national salute
of twenty-one guns. On July 4, at noon, a “salute to the
Union,” one gun for each State, commemorating the
Declaration of Independence, is fired at all army posts, but
in the navy the national salute is fired on that day.
Other holidays, New Year’s Day (January 1), Inaugura-
tion Day (March 4), Memorial Day (May 30), Labor
Day (first Monday in September), Thanksgiving Day
- (Jast Thursday in November), and Christmas Day
(December 25), are observed, but with less official cere-
mony than July 4 and February 22.
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THE DISPLAY OF THE FLAG

The Revenue-Cutter Service and the Life-Saving Ser-
vice were combined by virtue of Act of Congress approved
January 28, 1915, as the United States Coast Guard.
The national ensign is displayed at the peak or staff, and
the Coast Guard Flag, formerly the revenue ensign, is
worn at the foretruck or pennant staff as a distinguishing
flag.

The proper arrangement of fiags on merchant ships
follows :

On the staff at the bow —the jack of the nation to which the
vessel belongs.

On the foremast — the flag of the foreign nation to which the
vessel is going. If going to her own national port, the vessel carries
the flag of the country she is leaving, if that country happens to be
foreign.

On the mainmast — the house flag.

On the aftermain — a flag showing the vessel’s name.

On the staff at the stern — the national flag of the country to
which the vessel belongs.

Flag Circular No. 4, issued by the Society of Patriotic
Decorations and Civic Improvement of Washington, D.C.,
gives the following information regarding the display of
the Stars and Stripes :

The Flag should not be hoisted before sunrise nor be
allowed to remain up after sunset.

At “ Morning and Evening Colors,” civilian spectators



THE STARS AND STRIPES 51

should stand at ¢ attention” and uncover during the
playing of the ¢ Star-Spangled Banner.” Military spec-
tators are required by regulations to stand at ¢ atten-
tion” and give the military salute. The Flag should
never be allowed to touch the ground and should never
‘be raised or lowered by any mechanical appliance.

When the National and State or other flags fly
together, the National Flag should be on the right.

When the Flag is used as a banner, the union should fly
to the north in streets running east and west and to the
east In streets running north and south.

Whenever possible the Flag should be flown from a
staff or mast, but should not be fastened to the side of a
building, platform, or scaffolding. The Flag should not
be used as a cover over a table, desk, or box, or where
anything can be set or placed upon it.

When flags are used in unveiling a statue or monu-
ment, they should not be allowed to fall to the ground,
but should be carried aloft to wave out, forming a dis-
tinctive feature during the rest of the ceremony.

When the Flag is flown at half staff as a sign of
mourning, it should be hoisted to full staff at the conclu-
sion of the funeral. (To fly a flag at half staff it should
first be raised to full staff, and then be lowered. Half-
staff means half-way down the length of the flag-pole.)

On Memorial day, May 30, the Flag should fly at half
staff from sunrise to noon and full staff from noon to
sunset.
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Days when the Flag should be displayed.

Lincoln’s Birthday ........ccoovivivenennnenn. February 12
‘Washington’s Birthday .......... e reieeeaees February 22
Inauguration Day ....ccoevveiiinininininnnensansns March 4
Battle of Lexington ........cocviiiinnrenennrnnanas April 19
Battleof ManilaBay ............ccivviiiiiinenenn. May 1
Mother's Day.........coivviiveerennnnnens 2d Sunday in May
Memorial Day (half staff untilnoon)................ May 30
Flag Day...o.iviiiieiienennrenenennsennsocasnnns June 14
Battle of Bunker Hill...............coviiiiennnnes June 17
Independence Day............cciviiiiiinnnrnronanes July 4
Labor Day ..........ooovvuenne First Monday in September
Lake Erie Day.......coooviiininniieninncnns September 10
Lake Champlain Day...........ccoveviienenns September 11
Columbus Day.....coovviiveininineeennneoaenns October 12
Battle of Saratoga..............oiiiiiiiiiinaen October 17
Surrender at Yorktown .. ............000iiiiinns October 19

President Abraham Lincoln was born February 12,
1809, and fitting tribute is paid to his memory by the
display of the Flag on the anniversary of his birth.

The anniversary of the birth of George Washington on
February 22, 1732, is celebrated widely not only by dis-
play of the Flag, but also by exercises in schools and
special observances by the National Government. Tribute
is paid to our great soldier and statesman, the ¢ Father

~of His Country,” by the whole world, and his memory is
honored wherever men know of his life. ~Gladstone said
of him :

“When I first read in detail the life of Washington I
was profoundly impressed with the moral elevation and
greatness of his character, and I found myself at a loss to
name among the statesmen of any age or country many, or
possibly any, who could be hisrival. . . . If among
all the pedestals supplied by history for public characters
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of extraordinary nobility and purity, I saw one higher
than the rest,and if I were required at a moment’s notice
to name the fittest occupant for it, I think my choice
during the last forty-five years would have lighted, as it
would now light, upon Washington.” '

Every four years, on the 4th of March, a President of
the United States is inaugurated, taking up his duties as
head of this great nation. It is fitting that we should
recognize this event by flying our Flag, the symbol of
our free government.

April 19th is a memorable day in United States history,
for on that date, in 1775, occurred the first battle in the
War which was to mean the separation of the Colonies
from England. At Lexington a handful of ¢ minute-
men ”’ were fired on by British soldiers. The War of the
American Revolution had begun.

On the same day at Concord bridge the struggle
occurred that inspired the “Concord Hymn,” written by
Ralph Waldo Emerson, and sung April 19, 1836, at the
completion of the monument to the minutemen at
Concord. )

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world.

The foe long since in silence slept ;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps ;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.
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On this green bank, by this soft stream,
We set to-day a votive stone ;

That memory may their deed redeem,
‘When, like our sires, our sons are gone.

Spirit, that made those heroes dare
To die, and leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare
The shaft we raise to them and thee.

The flying of the Flag on May 1 celebrates the anni-
versary of the morning in 1898 when Admiral Dewey
sailed into Manila Bay and won a decisive victory over
the Spaniards, in which not an American sailor nor ship
was lost.

The following official record and proclamation show
clearly the reason why we fly the Flag each year on the
second Sunday in May. Too much honor cannot be given
to the American mother.

MOTHER'S DAY

The Joint Resolution of the Sixty-third Congress
designating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day,
and for other purposes, is as follows: :

Waereas, The service rendered the United States by the Ameri-
can mother is the greatest source of the country’s strength and
inspiration, and :

WaeRrEAs, We honor ourselves and the mothers of America when
we do anything to give emphasis to the home as the fountain head
of the State; and
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‘Waereas, The American mother is doing so much for the home,
the moral uplift and religion, hence so much for good government
and humanity ; therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Presi-
dent of the United States is hereby authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation calling upon the Government officials to display
the United States flag on all Government buildings, and the people
of the United States to display the flag at their homes or other
suitable places on the second Sunday in May, as a public expression
of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.

Sec. 2. That the second Sunday in May shall hereafter be
designated and known as Mother’s Day, and it shall be the duty of
the President to request its observance as provided for in this
resolution.

Approved May 8, 1914.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

‘WHEREAS, By a Joint Resolution approved May 8,1914, ¢« desig-
nating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day, and for other
purposes,” the President is authorized and requested to issue a
proclamation calling upon the government officials to display the
United States flag on all government buildings, and the people of
the United States to display the flag at their homes or other suit-
able places on the second Sunday in May as a public expression of
our love and reverence for the mothers of our country ;

Axp WHhHEREAS, By the said Joint Resolution it is made the
duty of the President to request the observance of the second Sun-
day in May as provided for in the said Joint Resolution ;

Now, Therefore, I, Wooprow WiLsoN, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
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said Joint Resolution, do hereby direct the government officials to
display the United States flag on all government buildings and do
invite the people of the United States to display the flag at their
homes or other suitable places on the second Sunday in May as a
public expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our
country.
In Wirness WHEREOF, I have set my hand and have caused the
seal of the United States to be hereunto affixed.
Do~k at the City of Washington this ninth day of May,
[SEAL.] in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and
fourteen, and of the Independence of the United States
one hundred and thirty-eight.

WOODROW WILSON
By the President :

WiLLiaM JENNINGS Bryaw
Secretary of State.

Memorial Day, May 30, is set apart by law, in forty
States of the Union, for solemn observance in memory of
the soldiers and sailors who fell in the Civil War.

The idea of adopting a permanent memorial day is said
to have been originated by Miss Lizzie Rutherford, of
Columbus, Georgia, and there observed in 1866.

In some of the States a date other than the 30th of
May is observed, the date selected being one when the
flowers of these States are blooming at their best.

The sailor dead receive a special tribute on Memorial
. Day in communities adjacent to large bodies of water by
the strewing of flowers upon the surface of the water,
sometimes arranged to represent boats, anchors, wreaths,
and other nautical figures. This ceremony is said to have
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been originated by Mrs. Forbes, of Los Angeles, Cal.,
May 30, 1900, and since that date the custom of placing
flowers on the waters for deceased sailors has extended
throughout the United States. The Woman’s Relief
Corps has a special ritual, which was adopted in the
year 1904 and consists mainly of reading and responses
after the manner of church service. The services may
take place at any bridge, wharf, or boat, or at the shore
of any body of water connected with the sea. The flag
is always at the front on such occasions. .

On May 30, 1903, there was inaugurated this- new
fashion of remembrance in Philadelphia. At Race Street
pier many thousands of people watched four flower ships
set out on a wondrous voyage. There was a Cumberland
for the ships that sank in Hampton Roads; a Zecumsel
for those in Mobile Bay ; a Monitor for those who fought
the Merrimac, and a Maine for those who slept in Havana
Harbor.

It is particularly fitting that this impressive naval
commemoration should have occurred at Philadelphia, at
the same spot where John Paul Jones, with his own
hands, hoisted on board the Alfred the flag of America
for the first time it was shown on any ship.

To such an extent has this ceremony developed in
Philadelphia that it has become an elaborate function,
participated in by the Navy, the infantry and artillery of
the Pennsylvania National Guard; and as the flower
ships pass down the Delaware they receive a salute from
the military forces and all naval vessels in the harbor.
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This custom of casting flowers on the sea on Memorial
Day has taken firm root in the minds of the sailors. On
one of our naval vessels at sea not long ago the sailors
had no flowers such as grow on land or even on the sea,
but sailors are clever with their fingers, and out of such
poor things as chips and shavings they made and colored
delicate artificial flowers—roses, lilies, tulips, and chrysan-
themums—and cast them on the water in the far-off ocean
in memory of their fellow craftsmen who had gone before.

By association, this day, May 30th, has become a time
for decorating the graves of all the dead, and for casting
flowers upon the waters in loving remembrance of all who
have gone down to the sea in shipsand returned no more.

June 14 is the birthday of the Flag, the Flag Day that
is celebrated in public schools and institutions of the
nation ; for the Congress on this date, in 1777, adopted the
resolution creating our Flag with thirteen stars and thir-
teen red and white stripes. John Paul Jones called the
Flag ¢ The American Stars.”

The Flag is flown on June 17 in honor of the brave
American soldiers who resisted the British so bravely at
the Battle of Bunker Hill. Though driven from their
position, they won a moral victory, as they proved they
could stand against regular soldiers and could fight
courageously.

On Independence Day the Flag of our country floats
proudly in recognition of the fact that on July 4, 1776,
the Declaration of Independence received the official
approval of the Continental Congress.
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The first Monday in September is observed by labor
unions all over the country as a time when the dignity
and strength of labor shall be recognized. On this day
it is only just that the Flag shall be displayed, since it is
under the protection of this emblem that the freedom
and equality of men are preserved, and the right to labor
and to enjoy the benefit of our labor is upheld.

The flying of the Flag on September 10 commemorates
the great victory which was won by the American, Com-
modore Perry, in 1813. Commodore Perry was at that
time but twenty-seven years old, yet he fought success-
fully against a veteran commander who had seen service
with Nelson, the English naval hero.

September 11 is the date of a similarly successful
naval battle on Lake Champlain, in 1814, when the
American fleet, under Commodore Macdonough, defeated
a superior force in a desperate battle and prevented an
invasion of New York State by the British.

On the morning of October 12, 1492, Columbus first
sighted land, and on the same day he landed on the island
named by him San Salvador. The flying of the Flag on
this date each year is the country’s recognition of the
discovery of the New World, and the tribute paid to the
great discoverer.

The Battle of Saratoga was the turning point of the
Revolutionary War. It has been called one of the deci-
sive battles of the world. Burgoyne was completely
defeated, and largely as a result of this defeat France
was influenced to send money and men to the aid of the
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struggling new nation. The victory at Saratoga was won
on October 17, 1777, and on its anniversary we recall its
meaning by flying the Flag.

On October 19 we fly the Flag in honor of that day in
1781 on which the British forces at Yorktown surrendered
to the combined American and French forces. This sur-
render meant that the struggle for independence was
virtually ended and that the new nation had earned the
right to exist.

Many of the days on which the ¢“Stars and Stripes ”
is flown celebrate victories of this country in warfare;
but we must remember that great peaceful events are also
commemorated. The victories of peace are no less
important than those of war.

Our Flag should and does stand for something besides
the clash of arms. The growth and prosperity of the
nation which the United States flag symbolizes have not
alone been brought about by the shedding of man’s
blood. Out of the necessary struggles has come a peace
which we hope may be for the whole world.

We must not forget that “It is noble to serve one’s
country on the battlefield, but it is just as noble to serve
it at home and show love to country in deeds of peace.”
And our Flag should be dear to us, and honored by us, not
only when it is leading men into battle for the cause of
freedom, but also when it is waving forth as a sign of
peace and friendship.
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DIMENSIONS OF THE NATIONAL FLAG

The following Executive Order defines the dimensions
of the National Flag: '

Execurive ORDER, 1637, OcToBER 29, 1912.

The Executive Order of June 24, 1912, is hereby revoked, and for
it is substituted the following :

Whereas, “An Act to Establish the Flag of the United States,”
approved on the 4th of April, 1818, reading as follows:

«Section 1. Be it enacted, etc., That from and after the fourth
day of July next, the flag of the United States be thirteen horizon-
tal stripes, alternate red and white ; that the union have twenty stars,
white in a blue field.

¢ Section 2. Be it further enacted, That on the admission of
every new State to the Union, one star be added to the union of the
flag ; and that such addition shall take effect on the fourth of July
next succeeding such admission,”

fails to establish proportions; and

Whereas, investigation shows some sixty-six different sizes of
National flags, and of varying proportions, in use in the Executive
Departments ;

It is hereby ordered that National Flags and Union Jacks for all
Departments of the Government, with the exceptions noted under
(a), shall conform to the follow proportions :

Fly (length) of Flag ........ocovvviiiiinnneniienanns 1.9
Hoist (width) of Flag.... ........covvvinennniianann, 1
Hoist (width) of Union..............coviiiiiininnen, TAs
Fly (length) of Union........coovvinevvnininaneainns .76

Width of each stripe........cocovieieinienieniennnnns s
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(a.) Ezception: The colors carried by troops, and camp colors,
shall be the sizes prescribed for the military service (Army and
Navy).

Limitation of the number of sizes : With exception of colors under
note (a), the sizes of flags manufactured or purchased for Govern-
ment Departments will be limited to those with the following hoists:

[0 5 20.00 feet. (€0 P 5.14 feet.
[6) T (standard) 19.00 feet.  (8)...........creerrnnnn 5.00 feet.
[€: ) T 14.35 feet. (€:) J PN 8.52 feet.
(€ T 12.19feet. (10).........cvvunennnnn 2.90 feet,
S (3 T 10.00 feet. (11).......ccvvvuvennnnn. 2.87 feet.

(B)eeernevenerieninnenns 894 feet. (12)..........0ccivnnnn, 1.31 feet.

Union Jacks: The size of the Jack shall be the size of the
Union of the National Flag with which it is flown.

Position and size of stars : The position and size of each star
for the union of the flag shall be as indicated on a plan which will
be furnished to the Departments by the Navy Department. From
this plan can be determined the location and size of stars for flags
of any dimensions. Extra blueprints of this plan will be furnished
upon applieation to the Navy Department.

Order effective : All National Flags and Union Jacks now on
hand or for which contracts have been awarded shall be continued
in use until unserviceable, but all those manufactured or purchased
for government use after the date of this order shall conform
strictly to the dimensions and proportions herein prescribed.

Boat Flags : In order that the identity of the stars in flags when
carried by small boats belonging to the Government may be pre-
served, the custom holding in the Navy for many years, of thirteen
(13) stars for boat flags, is hereby approved.

President’s Flag : The color of the field of the President’s flag
shall be blue.

‘WM. H. TAFT.
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STANDARD PROPORTIONS OF NATIONAL ENSIGN

The following table gives the standard proportions for
all parts of the standard national ensign. The actual
dimension of any part of the flag is obtained by multiply-
ing the hoist by the proportion given in the table. Thus
in ensign No. 1, with hoist of 20 feet, the diameter (J)
of the star is 20 x 0.0616 = 1.232 feet. This table fur-
nishes a ready means of preparing the dimensions for
ensign Nos. 1,5, and 8, omitted in the table accompanying
the outline plan. The rdimensions of the four sizes of
boat flags are given with plan of the boat flag.

Standard Proportions.

A 1.000 L0 0.0950
B 1.900 - 0.0447
L 00476 I .....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiieinn, 0.0897
Do 04615 J ....vviiiiiiiinenininnnns 0.0616
E.oiiiiiiii 06384 K....ioovviiiiienrennannen 0.0769
Foriiiiiiiiiiiine 0.7600
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TO CUT A FIVE-POINTED STAR WITH ONE STRAIGHT CUT

To cut a five-pointed star with one straight snip of the shears,
take a piece of paper about 8 inches wide and 10 inches long. Fold
at center on horizontal line, laying the lower edge of sheet at top of
sheet. From the center O draw lines OB, OC, OD, and OE, form-
ing five sectors of 36° each (Figure 1).

c D

\ T
\ II
\\ f

. / AE

BN \ ’
\\ \ I ,/
AN / 7
o \\ ; ’,
\\\ \./ /
A o) F A a
Fig. 1 Fig. 2

Fold at line OD, lay edge OF on line OB and press smooth the
fold OD. The result is Figure 2.

Fold Figure 2 at line OB, lay edge O4 on line OC. The result
is Figure 3.

Fig. 8 Fig. 4
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Fold Figure 3 at line OC, lay edge OD on edge OB, and smooth
the fold OC. The result is Figure 4.

Cut vertically XY, choosing point X so that OX is equal to 0A.
0Y will be about one-third of OX.

Open the portion XY O, and there appears the half star (Figure
6). Open this folded half star, and the five-pointed star appears
(Figure 7). This star is of the dimensions of a star inscribed in a
circle of radius 04.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7T

It is a curious fact that the side of the star is very nearly 1.9
times the radius of the circle; and 1.9 is the proportion of the
length to the height of the national ensign required by Executive
Order 1637.

The lines in Figure 1 may at first be laid off by a protractor.
Practice will soon enable one to fold the paper properly withou
drawing any lines. ' :
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NOBLE THOUGHTS ABOUT THE FLAG

Praise of their country’s flag has been a favorite theme
of the great orators of every nation, and poets too have
sung the praises of their national ensigns. The Stars and
Stripes has called forth many noble sentiments of patriot-
ism, in peaceful days as well as in war time.

There are given here a few selections chosen from the
speeches or writings and poetry of some of our orators
and statesmen and poets. These illustrate what the flag
has symbolized and does symbolize to the true citizen who
loves his country and respects its institutions. They are
more than the mere glorification of a piece of bunting;
they are the outward expression of some of the aspira-
tions and ideals of a people who live in a land bright with

- the hope of national righteousness.

THE NATIONAL BANNER.

BY EDWARD EVERETT.

All hail to our glorious ensign! Courage to the heart, and
strength to the hand, to which, in all time, it shall be entrusted !
May it ever wave in honor, in unsullied glory, and patriotic hope,
on the dome of the capitol, on the country’s stronghold, on the
entented plain, on the wave-rocked topmast !

Wherever, on the earth’s surface, the eye of the American shall
behold it, may it have reason to bless it! On whatsoever spot it is
planted, there may freedom have a foothold, humanity a brave
champion, and religion an altar! Though stained with blood in a
righteous cause, may it never in any cause be stained with shame!
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" Alike, when its gorgeous folds shall wanton in holiday-triumphs -
on the summer breeze, and its tattered fragments be dimly seen
through the clouds of war, may it be the joy and pride of the
American heart! First raised in the cause of right and liberty, in
that cause alone may it forever spread out its streaming blazonry to
the battle and the storm. Having been borne victoriously across
the continent and on every sea, may virtue and freedom and peace
forever follow where it leads the way.

THE STANDARD OF THE UNION.

BY DANIEL WEBSTER.

When the standard of the Union is raised and waves over my
head, the standard which Washington planted on the ramparts of
the Constitution, God forbid that I should inquire whom the people
have commissioned to unfurl and bear it up. I only ask in what
manner, as an humble individual, I can best discharge my duties
defending it.

THE AMERICAN FLAG.
BY A. P. PUTNAM.

Wherever that flag has gone it has been the herald of a better
day — it has been the pledge of freedom, of justice, of order, of
civilization, and of Christianity. Tyrants only have hated it. All
who sigh for the triumphs of righteousness and truth salute and
love it.

THE NATIONAL ENSIGN.
BY ROBERT C. WINTHROP.

It is the national ensign, pure and simple, dearer to our hearts
at this moment as we lift it to the gale and see no other sign of
hope upon the storm-cloud which rolls and settles above it, save
thal which is reflected upon its own radiant hue. Dearer, a thou-
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sand-fold to us than ever it was before, while gilded by the sunshine
of our prosperity, and playing with the zephyrs of peace. .
Let itrecall . . . the strange, eventful history of its rise and
progress. Let it rehearse . . . the wonderful tale of its trials
and its triumphs in peace as well as in war.

THE FLAG.

BY BISHOP HENRY C. POTTER.

O banner blazoned in the sky,
Fling out your royal red ;

Each deeper hue to crimson dye
Won by our sainted dead.

Ye bands of snowy whiteness clean
That bar the waning day

Stand as the prophecy of things unseen
Toward which we hew our way.

Fair field of blue, a symbol true
Of Right, of Faith, of God,

Q’erreach us as we seek anew
The paths our Fathers trod.

Ye clustered stars that wave above
Our darkness turn to light ;

Reveal to men Heaven’s law of love —
Then ends the world’s long night.
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THE AMERICAN FLAG.

BY HENRY WARD BEECHER.

As at early dawn the stars shine forth even while it grows light,
and then, as the sun advances, that light breaks into banks of
streaming lines of color, the glowing red and intense white, striving
together and ribbing the horizon with bars effulgent, so, on the
American flag, stars and beams of many-colored light shine out
together. And wherever the Flag comes, and men behold it, they
see in its sacred emblazonry no rampant lion and no fierce eagle;
they see the symbols of light. It is the banner of Dawn; it means
Liberty.

THE FLAG BEAUTIFUL. .
BY SENATOR GEORGE F. HOAR, 1888.

I have seen the glories of art and architecture, and of mountain
and river. I have seen the sun set on Jungfrau, and the full moon
rise over Mount Blane, but the fairest vision on which these eyes
ever looked was the Flag of my own country in a foreign land.
Beautiful as a flower to those who love it, terrible as a meteor to
those who hate it, it is the symbol of the power and the glory and
the honor of seventy millions of Americans.

THE FLOWER OF LIBERTY.
BY OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.

‘What flower is this that greets the morn
Its hues from Heaven so freshly born ?
With burning star and flaming band
It kindles all the sunset land ;
O tell us what its name may be —
Is this the flower of liberty ?

It is the banner of the free

The starry flower of liberty!
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The following address was delivered on Flag Day, 1914,
before the employees of the Department of the Interior,
Washington, D.C. It is printed here with the permission
of Secretary Lane.

MAKERS OF THE FLAG.
BY FRANKLIN K. LANE, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

This morning, as I passed into the Land Office, The Flag dropped
me a most cordial salutation, and from its rippling folds I heard it
say : “ Good morning, Mr. Flag Maker.”

«1 beg your pardon, Old Glory,” I said, “aren’t you mistaken ?
I am not the President of the United States, nor a member of
Congress, nor even a general in the army. I am only a Government
clerk.”

«T greet you again, Mr. Flag Maker,” replied the gay voice, «I
know you well. You are the man who worked in the swelter of
yesterday straightening out the tangle of that farmer’s homestead
in Idaho, or perhaps you found the mistake in that Indian contract
in Oklahoma, or helped to clear that patent for the hopeful inventor
in New York, or pushed the opening of that new ditch in Colorado,
or made that mine in Illinois more safe, or brought relief to the old
soldier in Wyoming. No matter; whichever one of these beneficent
individuals you may happen to be, I give you greeting, Mr. Flag
Maker.”

I was about to pass on, when The Flag stopped me with these
words :

“ Yesterday the President spoke a word that made happier the
future of ten million peons in Mexico; but that act looms no larger
on the flag than the struggle which the boy in Georgia is making to
win the Corn Club prize this summer.

« Yesterday the Congress spoke a word which will open the door
of Alaska; but a mother in Michigan worked from sunrise until
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far into the night to give her boy an education. She, too, is making
the flag.

« Yesterday we made a new law to prevent financial panics, and
yesterday, maybe, a school teacher in Ohio taught his first letters to
a boy who will one day write a song that will give cheer to the
millions of our race. We are all making the flag.”

¢ But,” I said impatiently, ¢ these people were only working ! ”’

Then came a great shout from The Flag :

« The work that we do is the making of the flag.

“J am not the flag; not at all. I am but its shadow.

«T am whatever you make me, nothing more.

«I am your belief in yourself, your dream of what a People may
become. :

«I live a changing life, a life of moods and passions, of heart
breaks and tired muscles.

« Sometimes I am strong with pride, when men do an honest work,
fitting the rails together truly.

“ Sometimes I droop, for then purpose has gone from me, and
cynically I play the coward.

« Sometimes I am loud, garish, and full of that ego that blasts
judgment.

¢ But always, I am all that you hope to be, and have the courage
to try for.

“T am song and fear, struggle and panic, and ennobling hope.

«] am the day’s work of the weakest man, and the largest dream
of the most daring. .

“ T am the Constitution and the courts, statutes and the statute
makers, soldier and dreadnaught, drayman and street sweep, cook,
counselor, and clerk.

« ] am the battle of yesterday, and the mistake of to-morrow.

«T am the mystery of the men who do without knowing why.

« I am the clutch of an idea, and the reasoned purpose of resolu-
tion.
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“I am no more than what you believe me to be and I am all that
you believe I can be.

“I am what you make me, nothing more.

“I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of
yourself, the pictured suggestion of that big thing which makes this
nation. My stars and my stripes are your dream and your labors.
They are bright with cheer, brilliant with courage, firm with faith,
because you have made them so out of your hearts. For you are
the makers of the flag and it is well that you glory in the making.”

The following poem is reproduced from an autograph
copy by the author, and with his permission. The poem
has been frequently recited on the floor of Congress,
Mr. Nesbit has stated that the verses were written for the
Baltimore American to help fill up his column on Flag
Day.

YOUR FLAG AND MY FLAG.
BY WILBUR D. NESBIT.

Your flag and my flag,
And how it flies to-day
In your land and my land
And half a world away !
Rose-red and blood-red
The stripes forever gleam ;
Snow-white and soul-white —
The good forefathers’ dream.

Sky-blue and true-blue, with stars to gleam aright —
The glorified guidon of the day, a shelter through the night.
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Your flag and my flag!
* And, oh, how much it holds —
Your land and my land —
Secure within its folds.
Your heart and my heart
Beat quicker at the sight ;
Sun-kissed and wind-tossed —
Red and blue and white.

The one flag — the great flag — the flag for me and you —
Glorified all else beside — the red and white and blue!

Your flag and my flag!
To every star and stripe
The drums beat as hearts beat
And fifers shrilly pipe !
Your flag and my flag —
A blessing in the sky,
Your hope and my hope —
It never hid a lie!

Home land, and far land and half the world around,
0Old Glory hears our glad salute and ripples to the sound !

THE EMBLEM OF FREEDOM IN THE WORLD.
BY GENERAL JOHN B. GORDON, OF GEORGIA.

By the memories of the Fathers who bequeathed us this priceless
heritage; by the names and deeds of Northern heroes, living and
dead ; by the sacrifice and measureless woes endured by Southern
womanhood ; by the heroic devotion and dauntless courage of the
sons of the South: by all these we unite in solemn compact that
this American people shall know intestine war no more, but shall
remain an unbroken brotherhood from sea to sea. By all these,
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and by the resistless fiat of an inexorable sentiment, we proclaim
that the American flag shall protect every American citizen on all
oceans and in all lands. .

‘Whatever be the geographical limits over which destiny
decrees it to float as the symbol of our national sovereignty, there
shall be at least no boundaries to its moral sway; but as long as
political truth triumphs or liberty survives, this flag of our fathers
shall remain the proudest and most potential emblem of human
freedom in the world.

A PRAYER.

God of our fathers, bless this, our flag of freedom and of peace;
and these, Thy sons, born under its guardian folds, who love it, and
who have defended it, and who shall defend it, now and forevermore.
AMEN.

FLAG STORIES

The country’s history is rich not only in oratory and
songs about its Flag, but also in anecdotes. Many of
these anecdotes, recounting thrilling stories of heroic
incidents, are well known to all. Some such stories are
authentic, while others have come down to us as tradi-
tions, and may or may not be true.

The following anecdotes about the Flag have at least
the merit of being true, as they have been gathered from
the writer’s personal experiences:

TrE LovE oF FLAG — BY A BoY OF JAPAN.

In Washington, the capital of the nation, the pupils of the pub-
lic schools frequently hold exercises in honor of the Flag. A little
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Japanese boy in the third grade, when asked by his teacher if he
did not think the Stars and Stripes the most beautiful flag in the
world, politely bowed and replied: ¢ Yes, Madam. It is the most
beautiful flag in this country; but in my country the flag of Japan
is the most beautiful flag.”

Tae FLAac AND THE WORK-HOUSE.

The Society of Patriotic Decorations and Civic Improvement
issues a circular with printed instructions regarding the use of the
national ensign, and with a handsome print of the Flag on the
outer fold.

While in a restaurant of Washington the writer, in removing his
coat, dropped one of these circulars on the floor, and the colored
waiter, picking it up, asked if he might have it. As he looked
steadily at the printed flag one of the guests asked :

“ Does the Flag remind you of anything ?”

“Yes, suh.”

“ What does it remind you of ?”

« Well, suh, that Flag makes me think of the wuk-house, suh.”

“ Work-house ? Why on earth does it make you think of the
work-house ? 7’

¢ Well, suh, you see, once when I was at the wuk-house, suh, I
had to h’ist the Flag in the mornin’, and take hit down at night.
But I do love that flag, suh, I suttinly do.”

AN INDIAN CHIEF AND THE FrLAG¢ oN THE BuFrarLo RoOBE.

Peter Lasharo, chief of the Pawnee Indians in Nebraska, was an
ardent admirer of the Stars and Stripes,and painted it on buffalo
robes as a mark and sign of personal ownership. A youth of the
tribe stole one of the skins. When found out, he was, with the
stolen treasure, dragged before Peter, and stood waiting for the
verdict, with his eyes fixed on the robe, which bore a fine sample of
Peter’s flag work.
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“ Why takum ?” sternly asked Peter. The youth pointed to the
painting on the robe, then, standing erect, folded his arms and
looked his chief squarely in the eye. Grim old Peter returned the
stare, and then, his face suddenly relaxing into a grin, he picked
up the robe, threw it into the arms of the astonished boy, and said :
“You takum. You heap good man.”

THE FLAG AT MONTEREY.

Commodore Sloat was down the coast at Mazatlan, on his flag-
ship, the Savannah, and close beside him lay the British flagship
Collingwood, both waiting to hear that war had been declared.
Fleet Surgeon Wood, on his way east, heard of the battles of Palo
Alto and Resaca de la Palma and sent a dispatch to Commeodore
Sloat who immediately got underway, and upon arriving at Mon-
terey, raised the flag on the old Custom House. When seeing the
British ship Collingwood coming two weeks afterward he cleared
ship for action and with the crew at their guns awaited her coming.
Her commander soon appeared on the Savannah and said: ¢ Com-
modore, I see you have been exercising your men.” ¢ Yes, sir,”
replied Sloat, “T thought it might require a little exercise to keep
that flag there.” ¢ But what would you have done,” inquired the
Briton, «if a ship of another power had disputed the possession ?”
«T should have fired a broadside, if it had been my last act on earth,
and left the rest to the United States Government, sir,” said the
Commodore.
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SONGS AND BUGLE CALLS

AMERICA

‘tis of thee, Sweet land of
2 My na - tive coun try, thee—Land of the no - ble freew
38 Let mu - sic swell the breeze, And ring from  all the trees
4. Our fa - thers' God! to Thes, Au - thor of lib - er - ty,
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Of thee I sing; Land where my fa - thers died! Land of the

Thy name I love; I love thy rocks and rill, Thy woods and,
Sweet, free - dom’s song; Let mor - tal tongues a - wake; Let all ‘ (hag
To Thes we sing: Long may our Jland,  be, bright With free- dom's
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Pil - grims’ pride | From ev - °'ry moun - tdin side Let free -dom: xingt
tem - pled hills: My  heart with rap - turethrills Like. that a'- bove.,
breathe par - take ; Let  rocks their si - lence break,— The sound pro - long.
ho - ly light;Pro- tect us by  Thy might, Great God, our King}
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER
Fraxois, Soorr lI(lt, 1814.

1. Oh, say,-can you 8es; by thedawn'sear - ly light, What so proud -ly we
2. ‘On that shoredim -1y seen ‘thro’ the mists of the deep, Wherethe foe’s haugh-ty
8. And where is that band, who 80 vaunt - ing - ly swore, That the hav - oo of
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hailet at the twi-light's last gleam-ing? Whode broad stripes and bright stars thro’ the
host in dread si-lence re - pos - es. What is that which the breeze, o’e~ the
war  and the bat -tle's con - fu - sion . A home and a coun - try should

; .10-4'-J4l. .Iéé'g

v T ' b"b I L

bV T -"

per - il - ous fight, O’er the ram-parts wo watched were so gal -.lant -ly stream-ing !
[ tow - er - ing steep, As it fit - ful - ly blows, now con - ceals,iow dis ~ clog - es ?
Jeave us no more ? Their blood has washed out their foul foot-steps’ pol - lu - tion.
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And the rock - et's red glare, the.bombs burst-ing in  air, Gave proof thro' the
Now it. catch - es ‘the gleam of the morn - ing’s first beam, In fullglo -ty  Te -
No ref - uge could save  the hire - Jing and slave From ter -ror of
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] our flag ‘was still there. Oh, say, does that star - span - gled
floct - od now shines on the stream ; 'Tis the star-span - gled -ban - ner; oh!
or the gloom of the; grave; And thestar-span - gled ban - ner in
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ban - ner . yet wave O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!l
long may it wave O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
tri - umph doth wave O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!
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4 Oh, thus be it ever when freemen shall stand
Between their loved homes and the war's desolation |
Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation.
‘Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
* And this be our motto, ¢ In God is our trust ;'
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave

-
T .
15

-
1s
>
T
1§

HH

(86)



THE AMERICAN FLAG
Joszrr ROPMAN Du;._,‘;!‘lw-lm.

1. When Free-dom from her moun - tain height
mon - arch .of -the cloud ! Who rear’st a- loft thy

7ll-jw--do

8. Flag of ‘thebrave Ithy folds “shall fly,
4, TFlag of theseas! on O~

Un-furl’d herstand-ard t the
10 - gal
The sign of hope- and tri - umph
cean’swave Thy stars shall glit - ter- o’er the
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alr, . . She. tore the az --wure -robe of night, And set the
form, . ‘To hear , the temp. - est (rump- ing loud, And see the
high! ‘When speaks the -sig - mal trum -pet's tone, And the- long
brave, Whendeath, ca - wYeer - ing on the gale, Sweepsdark - ly
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stars . . of glo - ry there! 8he min-gled with. its gor - geous dies The
light - ning lan - ces driven, When strides the - war - rior of  the storm, And *
line. . .comesgleaming on; Ere yet the life-blood, warm and wet, Has
round.. the bel- lied sail: And fright-ed waves Tush wild - ly back; Be
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milk -y bald - rick

of the skies, And
rolls the thun - der drum of heav’'n!

ped its pure ce - les- tial white, With
Child of th6sun! to thee ‘tisgiv’n To

dimm'd the glistn'ing bay - o - net— Each sol - diex’seye shall bright -ly turn To

fore the broad-side’s reel - ing rack ; The dy - ing wan-d'rer

of the sea Shall
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streak - ings from the morn '» ing light!' ‘Then, from her man - sion
guard the ban - ner of the free! To hov - er in the
where thy me - teor glo .- ries burm ‘Flag of the free heart’s
look at once ‘to heav'n and thee. For - ev - er float  that
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in the aun, sKe call'ld her ea - gle bear - "er. .down, .
sul - phur smoke, To ward .a - way ” the . bat. - tle stroke,.
hope and home, By an - gel hands to val - or givenl!.
stand - ard sheet! Where breathes the foe but falls be-fore us,
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And gave In - to ‘his might- y hand The sym- bol of . . hérchos-en land.
And bid its blend-ings shine 'a - far Like rain-bows on. . the cloudsof war.

Thy stars have lit the wel - kindome And all thy hues . wereborn'- .lnhuven.
With free-dom’s soil be-neath ous feet,And free-dom’sban - ner streaming o'ér ws.
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O COLUMBIA! THE GEM OF THE OCEAN

‘Wrftten arid composed by Tromas & Broxsr, 8r.,
in 1848, for Davip T. 8Snaw, Actor:

With lofty expression.

i. O Co-lum-biatthegem of thé o-cean, The home.of the brave and the
2’ When' .war wag'dits wide des- o --Ia - tion, And threatcen’d the land to de-
8 ‘The wine cup, the wine cup bring hith-er, And fill " ye it up to the

free, ‘The shrine ‘of each pa - triot's de - vo - tiom, A

form;. The -ark then. of free -"dom’s foun - da - tion, Co
brim ; May themem - 'ry  of Washing-ton ‘me’er with - er, Nor the
— - - NN = 3
: >
world of -fers hom -aze to thee; .Thy " man - dates make he - roes as -

Tum - big- rode kafe . thro’ the stormj Withliergar - lands of 'vic - to.- ry
star of his glo- ry’ grow dim!- Msythe ser -vice u - nit - ed ne'er

%L—_uﬁ:!:!j:i—ir?—'—‘—i'—?—w

sem - ble, When Lib« er - ‘ty's form mndl in view,
o'er  her, ‘When so proud -ly she bore her brave crew, Wlth her
86V - er, And -each’ to our col.« ors ‘prove truel The

ban-ners make tyr --an-ny trem-ble, ‘Wh'en;bomeby the - red, white,and blue.
flag proud -ly’ float-ing be - fore her, The . boast of the red, white,and blue.
Ar-my a.nd Na - vy for-ev -er! Three cheérs for the Ted, white,and blue.

‘Crorus:

‘When bormie by the: red,white,and blue, When borne by the red,white,and blue;
The boast of the red,white,and. blae,  The. boast of the red,white,and blue;
“Three cheers for the red,white,and blue, Three cheers for' the red,white,and blue ;

Thy ban-ners make tyr - an- ny tremble, ‘When borne by the red,white,and blue.
With her flagprondly float-ing be -foré her, The boast of the red,white,and blue.
The, Ar-my and Na -vy for-ev-e.r, ‘Three chders for the red,white,and blue.
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